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King stresses importance of port security 
Criticizes Democrats’ attempts to politicize critical national issue 

 
Washington, D.C. (Wednesday, March 1, 2006)—Today, Committee on 

Homeland Security Chairman Peter T. King (R-NY), stressed the importance of securing 
America’s ports, while criticizing efforts to use the issue for political gain. 
 
 “Since September 11, 2001, Congress has authorized a 700 percent increase in 
federal port security funding,” King said.  “That includes over $43 million for the Port of 
New York/New Jersey, over $32 million for the Port of Miami, over $16 million for the 
Port of Baltimore, and over $27 million for the Port of New Orleans, to name a few. 
 
 “Furthermore, the Department of Homeland Security has a number of port security 
programs in place, such as the Container Security Initiative and the Automated Targeting 
System, which place U.S. Customs inspectors at foreign ports around the world and can 
screen 100 percent of all foreign cargo manifests for high-risk content before they reach the 
U.S.,” he continued.  “While more must be done—and will be done—there have been 
significant accomplishments.  I’m disappointed that a few House Democrats have chosen to 
ignore these facts in their attempt to politicize this issue.” 

 
King explained that port security accomplishments since September 11, 2001, 

include: 
 

• Port Security Funding: Since 9/11, Congress has authorized a 700 percent increase 
in port security grant funding.  Grants for port security have been targeted at high 
risk ports, including:  

o $43.7 million to the Port of New York/New Jersey 
o $32.7 million to the Port of Miami 
o $27.4 million to the Port of New Orleans 
o $16.2 million to the Port of Baltimore 
o $15.8 million to the Port of Philadelphia 

 
• Maritime Transportation Security Act (MTSA): Congress passed the MTSA in 

2002, requiring every regulated U.S. port facility to establish and implement a 
security plan that outlines procedures for controlling access to the facility, verifying 
credentials for port workers, inspecting cargo for tampering, designating security 
responsibilities, training, and reporting security breaches. 
 



• Automated Targeting System (ATS): Using the ATS, Customs and Border Patrol 
(CBP) attempts to screen 100 percent of all cargo before it arrives in the U.S.  The 
system reviews cargo manifests to determine high risk containers that need further 
inspection. 

 
• The Container Security Initiative (CSI):  Through CSI, CBP inspectors are in 

place at 42 international ports to target container manifests and inspect high risk 
containers prior to loading.  By the end of 2006, DHS estimates that the number of 
participating ports will grow to 50. 

 
• Customs Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT): CBP created an 

international partnership with nearly 5,800 businesses, including most of the largest 
U.S. importers, a collaborative effort that works with and uses ideas from the 
industry to improve security standards for supply chain and container security. 

 
• 24-Hour Rule: CBP has regulations in place requiring that manifests of all foreign 

containers be provided at least 24 hours in advance of the container being loaded 
onto the vessel.  By obtaining the information in advance, CBP can deny the loading 
of high-risk cargo while the vessel is still overseas, well before it reaches our 
domestic ports. 

 
“There is still important work to be done, and my Committee will continue to 

conduct hearings and introduce legislation that will ensure the security of our ports and build 
on the accomplishments that have been made since September 11th,” King said.  “That 
includes legislation that I just introduced to ensure Congress’ oversight role in the 
investigation of Dubai Ports (DP) World’s acquisition of P&O Worldwide, as well as the 
DHS Authorization Act for fiscal year 2007. 

 
“Homeland Security is an issue of life and death.  It is too important to be trivialized 

for partisan political purposes,” King concluded.  “To secure our country, we must put 
politics aside and work in a bipartisan manner to make certain our homeland is truly secure.” 
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